The HK/MBD questionnaire: replication and validation of distinct factors in a nonclinical sample.
Although Tarter et al.'s (1977) HK/MBD questionnaire has been found useful in subtyping populations of clinical alcoholics, its potential utility in nonclinical populations has yet to be determined. The current study examined the family history, personality, and substance use/abuse correlates of Tarter et al.'s HK/MBD questionnaire and factor analytically derived subscales (Alterman and McLellan, 1986) in a nonclinical sample of 580 young, adult males. In addition, a factor analysis of the HK/MBD questionnaire was undertaken to assess the extent to which the factor structure determined on a clinical alcoholic sample replicates in a nonclinical sample. Results indicated that each of the HK/MBD subscales showed relatively unique patterns of correlations with the various personality measures employed suggesting that they are measuring separate constructs. Perhaps of greatest importance, the HK/MBD items that appear to be of greatest relevance for understanding substance use/abuse are those related to antisocial behavior. Finally, the factor structure of the HK/MBD questionnaire in the nonclinical sample was found to be quite similar to the structure obtained in a clinical sample. These results demonstrate the multidimensional structure of the HK/MBD questionnaire and the utility of using the more homogeneous subscales in research with both clinical and nonclinical samples.